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DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING AGENDA 

                                               November 15th, 2024, 8:00-10:00 a.m. 
 

Location for Public Meeting: 133 Hoover Drive, Rochester NY 14615 
Remote Attendance for Public Meeting Option: Zoom Link 

The meeting information was included in the Public Notice as well as on the school’s website: 
 

Topic: Discovery Charter School- Board of Trustees Meeting  
11.15.2024 

 
8:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 
Zoom link:  

 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09 

 
Meeting ID: 864 5066 3136 
Passcode: Discovery 

1. Call to Order. 
2. Proof of Public Notice of Meeting 
3. Conflict of Interest Reminder 
4. Public Comment 
5. Consent Agenda (Action Required): Approve Minutes for Meeting from 10.25.24, Checks over $5000: Resolution #535 
6. Executive Session to discuss Real Estate Matter 
7. Committee Reports:  

a. Audit & Finance Committee Report  
b. Governance Committee Report 
c. Executive Committee Report (Charter Expansion add 25 students 25-26 school year update) 
d. Academic Excellence Committee    
e. Personnel Committee Report 
f. Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
g. Parent Representative 

8. School Director Report 
a. Enrollment updates, Academic Targets, Charter Educator of the year nominee 12/14, CSO Update  

9. Approval of 24/25 Committees: Resolution #536. 
10. Nomination of Chris Wilkens to Board of Trustees: Resolution #537. 
11. Motion to Adjourn (Action Required)  

 
Next Regular Meeting:   December 20, 2024  
 
*Need to schedule a makeup meeting for missed August 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09


 
Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date 11/14/2024 / Time: 8:00 am 
Minutes Recorded By:  Anne Culver 

 
Committee Chair: 
 

Scott Adair 

Committee Members Name Present Excused 
Scott Adair  X 
Sareer Fazili X  
Sara Castner X  
Anne Culver X  
Lisa Lewis X  
   

 

  

MEETING AGENDA, MINUTES AND ACTION ITEMS 

Agenda Item Discussion Action Item Responsible Party Due Date 
Financial Statement 
Review 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking at the balance sheet, total cash 
balance is slightly less than ~$1 million 
at the end of October. Much of the $1.2 
in accounts receivable was collected in 
early November. Current net income is 
$600K which is expected to decrease as 
the year progresses. 
 
P&L – per pupil income is a little higher 
due to the way some districts reconcile 
throughout the year, received first three 
payments of high cost aid funding 
$129K, and received a slightly higher 
than budgeted allocation for IDEA 
funding. Expenses were minimal, no 
major unanticipated expenses in 
October. 
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DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING Minutes 

October 25th, 2024, 8:00-10:00 a.m. 
 

Location for Public Meeting: 133 Hoover Drive, Rochester NY 14615 
Remote Attendance for Public Meeting Option: Zoom Link 

The meeting information was included in the Public Notice as well as on the school’s website: 
 

Topic: Discovery Charter School- Board of Trustees Meeting  
10.25.2024 

 
8:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 
Zoom link:  

 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09 

 
Meeting ID: 864 5066 3136 
Passcode: Discovery 

Trustees Present: L. Lewis, S. Adair, M. Galarza-Ruiz, J. Johnson, L. Bridges, M. Franklin-McDuffie, S. Varhus 
Trustee Participating Remotely: R. Stiles 
Guest: Bryan Hickman 
Also Present: S. Castner, A. Culver, S. Polowitz (participating remotely) 
 

1. Call to Order—Chair Lisa Lewis called the meeting to order at 8:04. 
2. Proof of Public Notice of Meeting--Confirmed 
3. Conflict of Interest Reminder—Chair issued reminder. 
4. Public Comment--None 
5. Consent Agenda (Action Required): Approve Minutes for Meeting from 9.20.24, Safety Plan Resolution # 533; Checks 

over $5000 Resolution #534.  Approval of the Consent Agenda was moved by J. Johnson, seconded by M. Galarza-
Ruiz, and approved unanimously with no abstentions. 

6. Committee Reports:  
a. Audit & Finance Committee Report 

i. Building Update (Highmark/ Bryan Hickman)—See below   
b. Governance Committee Report (Board Committee Membership)—S. Varhus asked members of the Board to 

indicate to her their interest in committee assignments no later than November 1.  
c. Executive Committee Report (Minutes of 10.16.24 meeting attached) 
d. Academic Excellence Committee—No report    
e. Personnel Committee Report—No report 
f. Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion—No report 
g. Parent Representative—No report 

7. School Director Report—S. Castner reported that comparative test scores will be available soon.    
8. S. Adair moved that the Board go into Executive Session to discuss a Real Estate matter, M. Galarza-Ruiz seconded 

the motion, and the motion was approved unanimously with no abstentions. 
9. A motion to leave Executive Session was moved by M. Franklin-McDuffie, seconded by M. Galarza-Ruiz, and 

approved unanimously with no abstentions. 
10. Chair Lewis adjourned the meeting at 9:15. 

 
Next Regular Meeting:   November 15, 2024  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09


DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL 
Balance Sheet 

at October 31, 2024

146BD265464168A0EEF634EBB6DA38EE.xlsx 4/30/25

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
110-001 · M & T Bank 90,798$          
111-001 · M & T Sweep Account 898,233$        
110-015 - State Escrow Account 100,000          

Total Checking/Savings 1,089,031

Accounts Receivable 1,214,690 Mostly RCSD ($900K) - rec'd in Nov
Prepaid Expense 73,682
Total Other Current Assets 1,288,372

Total Current Assets 2,377,403
Fixed Assets  

170-025  Food Service Equipment 6,708
170-010 · Classroom/Playground Equipment 116,573
170-015 · Computer Equipment 487,105
170-005   Office Equipment 12,201
170-020 · Leasehold Improvements 276,492  
170-050 Accumulated Depreciation -457,218
170-065 Accumulated Amortization -274,749

Total Fixed Assets 167,112
Other Assets

110  ROU - Asset 371,895

TOTAL ASSETS 2,916,410$     

LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE
Liabilities

Current Liabilities  
20000 · Accounts Payable 41,458$          
 

Other Current Liabilities
130 · Short-Term Lease Liabilty 378,335
235-010 · NYSTRS Liability 175,998
235-035 · Other Accrued Liabilities 90,337
235-030 · Deferred Per Pupil Allocation 541,191
235-040 · Family Association 366
235-041 · NYS Paid Family Leave 1,216
235-015 · TRS Employee Loan 70
235-025 AFLAC Liability -256
220-005 Accrued Payroll 0
235-020 Life Insurance -34
Total Other Current Liabilities 1,187,223

Total Current Liabilities 1,228,681

Long Term Liabilities  
235-060 Deferred Lease Liability 0
Total Long Term Liabilities 0

Total Liabilities 1,228,681

Fund Balance

305 · Prior Year Fund Balance 1,061,436
Net Income - Current 626,293

Total Fund Balance 1,687,729
TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND BALANCE 2,916,410$      



DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL
 Profit/Loss YTD Comparison w/Budget 

As of October 31, 2024
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 Actual Month
10/31/2024 

 Actual
YTD

10/31/2024
Food Service Fund 

 Actual
YTD

10/31/2024
Operating

Fund 

 Actual YTD 
10/31/2024 
Special Aid 

Fund  

 ACTUAL
YTD

10/31/2024
TOTAL 

 PRIOR YTD 
10/31/2023
TOTAL 

 Budget
Full Year

 Remaining 
Budget

$ 

%
Used/

Received
of

Budget
Income  33%

410-010  Per Pupil Allocation Income 545,988$           1,585,548$       1,585,548          1,362,851$        4,177,464$     2,591,916$      
410-025  High Cost Aid 129,648             129,648           129,648            250,000         120,352         52%
450-050  Federal IDEA 32,353               -                  32,353               32,353              19,519              20,000           (12,353)          162%
450-030  Title I A&D 7,643                7,643                10,668              215,000         207,357         4%
450-020  Title IIA -                   25,000           25,000           0%
450-035  Title IV -                   16,000           16,000           0%
450-105  CRRSA ESSER 2 -                   -                
450-100  ARP ESSER 3 -                   85,075              -                -                
415-010  Contributions and donations -$                 1,500            1,500            0%
415-020  Miscellaneous 543                   543                 543                  512                  500               (43)                0%
410-020 Food Service Income 34,325                   34,325              71,496              332,400         298,075         10%
410-120 Child Nutrition Emergency Funds 4,872                     -                  4,872                -                (4,872)           
450-040 Fresh Fruits & Veg Programs 585                       -                  585                  4,131                20,000           
425-010 Uniform Income 528                   548                 548                  10                    -                
450-080 Other Grants -                   7,500            7,500            0%
420-010 Interest Income 3,747                10,994             10,994              30,000           19,006           37%
415-025 E-rate Reimbursement -                    -                  -                   10,244              3,600            3,600            0%
415-015 In-Kind District Textbooks -                   18,000           18,000           0%

TOTAL INCOME 712,807$           39,782$                 1,727,281$       39,996$             1,807,059$        1,564,506$        5,116,964$     3,267,947$     
Actual YTD Income vs Full Year Budget 35%

Expense
520-010 Salaries & Wages 216,569$           3,568$                   461,715$         45,861$             511,144            661,437            2,873,994$     2,362,850$     18%

525-045 · HSA Employee Contribution -                    -                  -                   9,000            
525-016  Vision Insurance 134                   584                 584                  697                  2,500            
525-017 · Dental Insurance 1,101                7,030              7,030                7,573                19,000             
525-010 · FICA 16,156               48,968             48,968              49,587              219,861           
525-015 · Health Insurance 17,947               81,076             81,076              106,984            245,000           
525-020 · NYS Disability (126)                  246                 246                  294                  5,500              
525-021 · Disability - Supplemental 622                   2,489              2,489                1,245                3,000              
525-030 · Life Insurance 260                   1,042              1,042                681                  3,250              
525-025  Retirement Expense 17,949               71,796             71,796              71,796              179,021         
525-035 · Workers Compensation Insurance 1,401                8,391              8,391                8,940                27,000             
525-040 · Unemployment Insurance Expense 494                   1,049              1,049                2,746                32,000             

Total 525 · Employee Benefits 55,938               -                        222,671           -                    222,671            250,543            745,132         522,461         30%
Total Personnel Expense 272,507             3,568                     684,386           45,861               733,815            911,980            3,619,126      2,885,311       
Actual YTD Personnel Exp vs Full Year Budget   20%  

530 · School Operations -                 
540-115 · Minor Equipment/Furniture 3,164                8,960              8,960                7,642                25,000           16,040           36%
530-053 · Transportation -                   -                #DIV/0!
530-120 · Yearbook 3,412              3,412                3,231                4,000            588               85%
530-105 · Miscellaneous Expense 56                   56                    45                    2,500            2,444            2%
530-130 · Bank Charges 300                   665                 665                  (665)              #DIV/0!
530-005 · Office Supplies 207                   791                 791                  1,298                22,500           21,709           4%
530-010 · Classroom Supplies 761                   13,308             13,308              16,533              30,000           16,692           44%
530-015 · Special Education Supplies 17                     126                 126                  135                  2,000            1,874            6%
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530-025 · Food Service Supplies 48                     72                         72                    2,000            1,928            4%
530-030 · Postage 29                     503                 503                  507                  750               247               67%
530-035 · Printing/Copying 1,187                6,018              6,018                7,969                9,000            2,982            67%
530-040 · Telephone 1,279                12,973             12,973              7,987                18,000           5,027            72%
530-045 · Marketing & Advertising 1,350                4,159              4,159                8,599                9,000            4,841            46%
530-055 · Travel -                   2,000            2,000            0%
530-060 · Professional Development Exp 10,931             10,931              3,842                25,000           14,069           44%
530-070 · Board Expense 14                   14                    850               836               2%
530-075 · Expedition 553                 553                  1,269                2,500            1,947            22%
530-080 · Staff Recruitment & Retention 100                   2,403              2,403                3,887                25,000           22,597           10%
530-085 · Textbooks 938                   32,181             32,181              3,011                35,000           2,819            92%
530-120 · Student Uniforms 2,172                6,747              6,747                6,500            (247)              104%
530-020 Computer Supplies & Software 776                   23,797             23,797              24,402              65,000           41,203           37%
530-065 Meeting Expense -                   -                   1,500            1,500            0%
530-050 Dues and Subscriptions 129                   129                 129                  5,051                6,000            5,871            2%
530-095 · Student Testing -                        -                  -                   138                  20,000           20,000           0%

Total 530 · School Operations 12,457               72                         127,726           -                    127,798            95,546              314,100         186,302         
Actual YTD School Op Exp vs Full Year Budget 41%

540 · Contracted Services  
540-005 - Auditing 15,858             15,858              16,000              27,500           11,642           58%
540-045 - Other Purchased/Prof/Consult 3,500                5,878              5,878                5,034                20,000           14,122           29%
540-040 · Enrichment - After School -                   -                   -                -                0%
540-041 · Enrichment - Summer Learning -                   -                   -                -                0%
540-010 · Legal Fees 743                   3,933              3,933                5,685                20,000           16,067           20%
540-012 · Landlord - Admin Services 10,119               40,478             40,478              29,083              90,000           49,522           0%
540-015 · Expeditionary Learning Fees -                  -$                     -                   -                   -                -                0%
540-025 · Food Service Fees 36,504                   -                  36,504              76,349              330,000         293,496         11%
540-030 · Payroll Processing 1,665                5,314              5,314                9,603                20,000           14,686           27%

Total 540 · Contracted Services 16,027               36,504                   71,461             -                    107,965            141,754            507,500         399,535          
Actual YTD Contracted Svcs Exp vs Full Year Budget 21%

550 · Facility Operation  
550-005 · Insurance 5,359                21,387             21,387              19,580              44,000           22,613           49%
550-015 · Maintenance & Repairs 100                 -$                     100                  3,338                10,000           9,900            1%
550-015 · Janitorial 8,454                29,895             -$                     29,895              52,775              110,000         80,105           27%
550-021 · Facility Lease - Hoover 31,939               127,758           127,758            124,037            381,000         253,242         34%
550-050   Utilities 8,851              8,851                19,168              68,000           59,149           13%
550-055   Property Taxes -                  -                   1,000            1,000            0%
550-030 · Equipment Lease 723                   -                        2,987              2,987                3,275                10,000           7,013            30%

Total 550 · Facility Operation 46,475               -                        190,978           -                    190,978            222,173            624,000         433,022          
Actual YTD Facility Op Ex vs Full Year Budget 31%

Other
560-090 Fraud Expense -                   -                -                0%
550-090 · Depreciation 224                       19,985             20,209              28,191              112,000         91,791           18%
Contingency -                   -                   -                -                #DIV/0!

TOTAL EXPENSE 347,466             40,368                   1,094,536        45,861               1,180,765          1,399,644          5,176,726      3,995,961      
Actual YTD Expense vs Full Year Budget 23%

NET OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 365,341$           (586)$                     632,745$         (5,865)$              626,294$           164,862$           (59,762)$         

-                    -                   -                   



DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL
 Profit/Loss YTD Comparison w/Budget 

As of October 31, 2024

 146BD265464168A0EEF634EBB6DA38EE.xlsx 4/30/25 4 of

365,341$           (586)$                     632,745$         (5,865)$              626,294$           164,862$           (59,762)$        

-                   

-                
-                 

NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) INCLUDING 
REVENUE FOR CAPITAL 



DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

RESOLUTION # 538 
 

 
At a Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Discovery Charter School (the “School”) held 

on the 15th day of November 2024 at 133 Hoover Drive, Rochester NY 14615 (School 
Director’s Office) with the option for attendance via Zoom link: 

 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78312045078?pwd=fIaQwJrEtT1aW3mGG3QJEQwE

owPURP.1 
 

Meeting ID: 783 1204 5078 
Passcode: Discovery 

 
 

The following Resolution was adopted by the Board of Trustees: 
 
WHEREAS: Discovery Charter School (DCS) has been notified that 133 Hoover Drive is for 
sale; and 
 
WHEREAS: DCS wishes to determine the feasibility of purchasing 133 Hoover Drive; and 
 
WHEREAS: Grow Schools is a nonprofit organization that assists charter schools in securing 
permanent facilities; and 
 
WHEREAS:  Grow Schools has met with members of the Board to describe how they might 
partner with DCS; now it is therefore 
 
RESOLVED: The Board of Trustees endorses moving forward to develop a proposal to partner 
with Grow Schools to secure 133 Hoover Drive as a permanent home for the school. 
 
  
 
 
Date: November 15, 2024      _____________________________ 

               Marisol Galarza-Ruiz, Secretary      
    

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78312045078?pwd=fIaQwJrEtT1aW3mGG3QJEQwEowPURP.1
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78312045078?pwd=fIaQwJrEtT1aW3mGG3QJEQwEowPURP.1
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78312045078?pwd=fIaQwJrEtT1aW3mGG3QJEQwEowPURP.1


RESOLUTION #535 
 

 
At a Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Discovery Charter School (the “School”) held 

on the 15th day of November 2024 at 133 Hoover Drive, Rochester NY 14615 (School 
Director’s Office) with the option for attendance via Zoom link: 

 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09 

 
Meeting ID: 864 5066 3136 
Passcode: Discovery 

 
The Board of Trustees adopted the following Resolution: 
 
 
RESOLVED: To authorize the following non-routine payments of $5000 or more for November 2024: 
 

• American	Express	–	ACH	Pmt	-	$8,212.57	–	Various	classroom	supplies	&	student	uniforms 
• Monroe	1	BOCES	-	Check	#5891	-	$6,625	–	LETRS	training	for	5	staff	members 
• NYS	Teachers’	Retirement	–	Check	#5893	-	$91,396.14	–	2nd	of	3	payments	for	23-24 
• Mengel	Metzger	Barr	&	Co.	LLP	–	Check	#5906	-	$5,858.15	–	Final	billing	for	23-24	audit	

and	tax	preparation 
 
 
Date: November 15, 2024     
                                                                                   _____________________________ 
         
                                                                                       Marisol Galarza-Ruiz, Secretary       
   
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09


 

 

DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL 
 

RESOLUTION 536 
 

At a Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Discovery Charter School (the “School”) held 
on the 15th day of November 2024 at 133 Hoover Drive, Rochester NY 14615 (School 

Director’s Office) with the option for attendance via Zoom link: 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09 
 

Meeting ID: 864 5066 3136 
Passcode: Discovery 

 
 

the following Resolution was adopted by the Board of Trustees: 
 
WHEREAS:  The Bylaws of Discovery Charter School specify and outline the nature of six 
committees: Executive Committee (Section 4.1); Governance Committee (Section 4.4); Audit & 
Finance Committee (Section 4.2); Personnel Committee (Section 4.3), Academic Excellence 
(Section 4.5), and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, and  
 
WHEREAS:   The Board of Trustees have determined that these committees are appropriate for 
2024-2025; and 
 
WHEREAS: The Board Chair has polled existing and potential committee members for an 
indication of their willingness to serve as members for the next fiscal year and has received an 
affirmative response as indicated in the list below,  

 
IT IS, THEREFORE, RESOLVED:  That the committees of the Board of Trustees will have 
the following membership during the 2025 fiscal year (July 2024 - June 2025): 
 
 
Executive Committee: 

• Lisa Lewis, Board Chair 
• Sareer Fazili, Board Vice Chair 
• Scott Adair, Board Treasurer 
• Marisol Galarza-Ruiz, Board Secretary 
• Sara Varhus, Academic Excellence Committee Chair 

 
Governance Committee 

• Sara Varhus, Chair 
• Robert Stiles 
• Christian Wilkens 

 
Audit&Finance Committee: 

• Scott Adair, Chair 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09


 

 

• Lisa Lewis 
• Sareer Fazili 
• Sara Castner, nonvoting ex officio 
• Anne Culver, nonvoting ex officio 

 
Human Resources/Personnel Committee: 

• Lisa Lewis, Chair 
• Joyce Johnson 
• Robert Stiles 
• Anne Culver, nonvoting ex officio 

 
Academic Excellence Committee 

• Christian Wilkens, Chair 
• La Quisha Bridges 
• Sara Varhus 
• Sara Castner, nonvoting ex officio 
 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
 

• Marisol Galarza-Ruiz, Chair 
• Joyce Johnson 
• Monique Franklin McDuffie 

 
                                              ______________________________ 
                                              Marisol Galarza-Ruiz Secretary                                     
    Date: November 15, 2024 



 
 

RESOLUTION #537 
 

At a Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Discovery Charter School (the “School”) held 
on the 15th day of November, 2024 at 133 Hoover Drive, Rochester NY 14615 with the option 

for attendance via Zoom link: 
 

Zoom link:  
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09 
 

Meeting ID: 864 5066 3136 
Passcode: Discovery 

 
 

the following Resolution was adopted by the Board of Trustees: 
 

 
 
WHEREAS the Board of Discovery Charter School has duly held a board meeting on 
November 15, 2024 consistent with its bylaws, and 
 
WHEREAS a quorum of Discovery Charter School trustees had discussions concerning the 
addition of an additional board member to the Board of Trustees of Discovery Charter School, 
and 
 
WHEREAS a motion to add Christian Wilkens as a member(s) to the Board of Trustees was 
made, and 
 
WHEREAS the above referenced motion was seconded, and thereafter a vote to accept or 
reject said motion was taken by the Board of Discovery Charter School, and 
 
WHEREAS the above referenced motion was duly accepted and passed by Discovery Charter 
School board, 
 
NOW, therefore, the Discovery Charter School Board of Trustees, having conducted a thorough 
criminal history record check via fingerprinting which is deemed acceptable by NYSED, and 
having discovered no State or federal criminal history, or having provided information regarding 
such history to NYSED, if found, and having verified that any academic and/or professional 
credential or qualification presented by the proposed member is genuine, has voted to select 
Christian Wilkens  as a member to its Board of Trustees, with a term expiring on June 30, 2027, 
pending approval by NYSED. The resolution approving Christian Wilkens is adopted upon 
NYSED’s approval. 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86450663136?pwd=RkdPU3dTRGJmNkFzKy9CUlc2Nys0QT09


I, Sara Varhus, member and designee of the president of the Board of Trustees of Discovery 
Charter School, organized and existing under the laws of New York, hereby certify that the above 
is a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees of Discovery Charter School at 
a meeting convened and held 15 November, 2024 at which a quorum was present and voting 
throughout and that such resolution is adopted upon NYSED’s approval and is in accordance with 
the provisions of the charter and by-laws of Discovery Charter School. 
 
 
 
_____________________________, Member, Board of Trustees 
Signature 
 
 
Dated: November 15, 2024 
Discovery Charter School 
 
 



Dr. Christian P. Wilkens 

The College at Brockport, State University of New York 
212 Brown Building, 350 New Campus Drive 

Brockport, NY 14420 
 (585) 395-5548 / cwilkens@brockport.edu 

 
Employment 

2010 - present Associate Professor (2016-present) & Chair (2018-present); Associate 

Chair (2015-present); Assistant Professor (2010-2016)  

Department of Education & Human Development 
The College at Brockport, State University of New York 
 

2015 – present  Alaska State System of Support Coach 
   Northwest Arctic Borough School District; Kotzebue, Alaska 

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development; Juneau, Alaska 
 

2009-2010  Education Specialist II 

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development; Juneau, Alaska  
 
2001-2004         Special Education Teacher 

Juneau-Douglas High School; Juneau, Alaska 
 
1998-2001          Science Teacher 

Greenwood High School; Greenwood, Mississippi 
 
 
Education 

2010-2017  C.A.S. in Educational Administration; January 2017 
   College at Brockport, SUNY; Brockport, New York 
 
2005-2009         Ed.D. in Elementary & Secondary Education; June 2009  

Harvard Graduate School of Education; Cambridge, Massachusetts 
 
2004-2005            M.Ed. in Education Policy and Management; June 2005  

Harvard Graduate School of Education; Cambridge, Massachusetts 
 
1998-2001            M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction, 2o Science; May 2000  

University of Mississippi; Oxford, Mississippi 
 
1993-1997          B.S. in Biology, concentration in Anthropology; May 1997 

Cornell University; Ithaca, New York 
 
 
Professional Certifications 

School District Leader, Professional 
Issued: New York State Education Department, 2017 
 
 



School Building Leader (Principal); Adolescence Biology Teacher, 7-12; 
Issued: New York State Education Department, 2010 
 
Biology Teacher, 7-12; Special Education Teacher, 7-12; Principal, 9-12. 
Issued: Alaska Department of Education, 2014 
 
Biology Teacher, 7-12; Special Education Teacher, 7-12;  
Principal/Assistant Principal, Prek-12. 
Issued: Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education, 2005 
 
Biology Teacher, 9-12; Chemistry Teacher, 9-12; 
English Teacher, 9-12; Special Education Teacher, 9-12. 
Issued: Mississippi Department of Education, 1998 
 
 
Professional Training 

2014-present  Complaint Investigator training; Alaska DEED annual training. 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

 
2013-2014  Scorer in Middle Childhood Mathematics for the edTPA (Pearson) 
 
2004-2006          Principal Licensure Program; Horace Mann School for the Deaf. 

Harvard Graduate School of Education; Cambridge, Massachusetts 
 

2000-2001             Project RESPONSE; Certification program for 2o special education. 
Starkville & Oxford, Mississippi 
 

1998 – 2000           Mississippi Teacher Corps                
Oxford, Mississippi 

 
 
Courses Taught 

EDI 414 / 514: Special education methods – Hybrid only; 

EDI 430 / 530: Education & society – Face-to-face & asynchronous online; 
EDI 475 / 575: Practicum in adolescence / Adolescence inclusive education with seminar – face-to-face only; 
EDI 600: Understanding educational research – asynchronous online only; 
EDI 601: Diversity in education – Face-to-face & asynchronous online; 

EDI 603: Educational assessment & evaluation – Face-to-face only; 
EDI 622: Advanced adolescence mathematics curriculum – Face-to-face only; & 
EDI 690: Teaching & learning online – Hybrid only. 
 
 
  



Publications (since 2010) 

Wade, C., Wilkens, C., Sonnert, G., & P. Sadler. (2017). High School Preparation for College Calculus: 
Is the Story the Same for Males and Females? The High School Journal 100(4):250-263. doi: 
10.1353/hsj.2017.0011. 

Wilkens, C., Wade, C., Sonnert, G., & Sadler, P. (2015). Are homeschoolers prepared for college 
calculus?Ch. 9 in Maranto, R., & D. Bell, Eds., Homeschooling in the 21st Century. New York: 
Routledge.  

Wilkens, C., Ashton, J., Maurer, D., & Smith, M. (2015). Some of this is not your fault: Imperfect 
placements, student teachers, and university supervision. Schools: Studies in Education, 12(2): 1-
13. doi:  http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/toc/schools/2015/12/2.  

Wilkens, C., Wade, C., Sonnert, G., & Sadler, P. (2015). Are homeschoolers prepared for college 
calculus? Journal of School Choice, 9(1): 30-48. doi: 10.1080/15582159.2015.998963 

Wilkens, C., Eckdahl, K., Morone, M., Cook, V., Giblin, T., & Coon, J. (2014). Communication, 
community, and disconnection: Pre-service teachers in virtual school field experiences. Journal 
of Educational Technology Systems, 43(2): 143-157. doi: 10.2190/ET.43.2.c 

Cimbricz, S., Wilkens, C., & Stoll, D. (2015).  Developing Mathematical Thinking in the 21st  Century. 
Educator’s Voice (NYSUT). 
www.nysut.org/~/media/files/nysut/resources/2015/april/edvoiceviii_final.pdf?la=en  

Wilkens, C., Kuntzler, P., Cardenas, S., O’Malley, E., Phillips, C., Singer, J., Stoeger, A., & Kindler, 
K. (2014). Improving response rates among students with orthopedic and multiple disabilities. 
Journal of the International Association of Special Education, Spring. 
www.internationaljournalofspecialeducation.com/articles.cfm  

Cimbricz, S., Smith, K., Wilkens, C., and Zdanowski, D. (2013). Not all words are equal: Promoting 
disciplinary literacy in the sciences through vocabulary. New York State Science Teacher’s Bulletin. 
76(2): 7-26. 
 www.stanys.org/images/Bulletins/2013%20Volume%2076%20Number%202%20Spring.pdf  

Wilkens, C. (2013). How to lose your charter. Journal of School Choice. 7:225–239. 
dx.doi.org/10.1080/15582159.2013.789304.  

[Wilkens, C.] Alaska Department of Education & Early Development (2013). State of Alaska Special 
Education Handbook. Juneau, AK: State of Alaska. 
education.alaska.gov/tls/sped/pdf/Handbook/AK_SPED_Handbook.pdf.  

Wilkens, C. (2011). Students with disabilities in urban Massachusetts charter schools: Access to 
regular classrooms. Disability Studies Quarterly. 31(1). http://dsq-
sds.org/article/view/1374/1541.  

Wilkens, C. (2011). Students with disabilities in urban Massachusetts charter schools. Teachers College 
Record. April 19.2011. www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentID=16389.  

 
 

Papers & Presentations [since 2010] 

2014 Preparing K-12 Teachers for Online Instruction: Early Findings from a Partnership Model. 
[Regional conference]. SUNY Conference on Instructional Technology (CIT), SUNY 
& Cornell University, Ithaca, NY (May 28, 2014). 



2014.  New NYSTCE examinations. [State conference]. Xerox Center for Multicultural Teacher 
Education Conference and NYSTCE Summit. SUNY Geneseo, NY (May 2, 2014). 

2014 New NYSTCE examinations. [Local/state conference]. SUNY Brockport UUP 
Conference (March 7, 2014). 

2014 Librarians integrated into online courses. [Local conference]. SUNY Brockport Teaching & 
Learning Day, January 22, 2014. 

2013 Improving Response Rates among Students with Orthopedic & Multiple Disabilities. [State 
conference]. NYS Council for Exceptional Children Annual conference, Melville, NY 
(October 24, 2013). 

2012 Alaska State Special Education Handbook. [State agency workshops]. Alaska Department 
of Education & Early Development, workshops with department of special education 
staff. Juneau, Alaska (June 22-23, 2012).  

2011 Should We Be Allowed to Harvest Our Children’s Organs? [State conference]. SUNY 
Plattsburgh Center for Teaching Excellence Conference on the Roots of Inquiry (April 
30, 2011). 

 

Grants [since 2010] 

2016  $1,000. Wilkens, C. & Ashton, J. “Perceptions of student teaching,” sponsored by the 
College at Brockport (Scholarly Incentive Grant). 

2016  $13,418. Wilkens, C. (PI), “Causal effects of charter schools in Rochester, New 
York,” sponsored by Joseph C. and Marie C. Wilson Foundation (Rochester, 
NY). 

2014  $16,196. Wilkens, C. (PI), “Causal effects of charter schools in Rochester, New 
York,” sponsored by Joseph C. and Marie C. Wilson Foundation (Rochester, 
NY). 

2013  $19,000. Wilkens, C. (Co-PI), Giblin, T. R. (Co-Principal), “SUNY Innovative 

Instructional Technology Grant,” sponsored by SUNY (Albany, NY). 

2011  $2,000. Wilkens, C. (PI). “Charter Schools and Students with Disabilities in 
Rochester, New York,” sponsored by the College at Brockport (Pre-Tenure Grant). 

2011  $776. Wilkens, C. (PI). “Gifted Education Programs in Erie County, New York,” 
sponsored by the College at Brockport (Scholarly Incentive Grant). 
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