DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
June 4, 2021; 8:00-9:00 A.M.

Due to the COVID-19 School Closure- the Board of Trustees meeting was held remotely using Zoom video conferencing, in accordance with Executive Orders issued by the Governor of the State of New York.  The meeting information was included in Public Notice as well as on the school’s website:

Topic: Discovery Charter School- Board of Trustees Special Meeting 6.4.21
Time: June 4, 2021 08:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74290832574?pwd=Q0ROSEN5dHNoc2pxOHhxenRUcjk2dz09
Meeting ID: 742 9083 2574
Passcode: Discovery

Trustees Present:  S. Varhus (Chair), C. Wilkins (Vice Chair), S. Adair (Treasurer), R. Stiles (Secretary), 
D. Braveman, L. Lewis, T. Jackson, A. Slakes, E. Stubbs

Trustees Excused: L. Montanaro

Also Present:  S. Castner (School Director), A. Hagen (Operations), K. Snyder (Administrative Intern), S. Polowitz (Legal Counsel) 


Call to Order
The Chair called the meeting to order at 8:06 a.m., and it was determined that a lawful quorum of nine was present. 

Proof of Public Notice of Meeting
Public Notice was provided in the Messenger Post and posted at the school.

Conflict of Interest Reminder
The Chairperson read the following statement: “The Chair reminds everyone that, if a potential conflict of interest exists concerning a subject under discussion by the Board, you have an obligation to disclose the potential conflict and, if deemed a conflict, recuse yourself and leave the room during any discussion and vote on the subject.”. Board Chair has mailed each Trustee a new Conflict of Interest form to sign, for annual compliance.

Opportunity for Public Comment; no public comment

2021 Optional Summer Program
The DCS staff have planned an optional three-week summer program that will include: intense Mathematics and ELA remediation; exploratory activities in drama, sports, and science to support social and emotional learning and physical health; and breakfast and lunch will be provided.
This optional summer program requires NYSED approval for a non-material, temporary charter revision.
K. Snyder submitted a grant for possible funding towards the summer program, with the aide of Trustee D. Braveman, approval not yet known. Summer program has been approved in new 2021-22 fiscal budget.
The summer program will invite 100 students for three weeks, five days a week. 
A year of remote instruction, implemented in March 2020 in response to the COVID pandemic, has had a negative impact on Discovery Charter School students’ academic and social/emotional learning-  the Discovery administration views this year’s implementation of a summer program as vital.
Motion to approve the CSO application for a non-material, temporary charter revision to offer this summer program in 2021 (Resolution #419) Moved by C. Wilkins, seconded by R. Stiles, approved unanimously.
Ad Hoc Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Ad Hoc Committee lead by Truestees L. Lewis and T. Jackson
Motion to approve the transition of the DE&I Ad Hoc Committee to a permanent committee (Resolution #418) Moved by D. Braveman, seconded by R. Stiles, approved unanimously.
The DE&I Commitee will be charged with drafting a policy outlining training for the Board, and expectations for racial equity within the school. 
It was recommended by legal council that a Board member sit on the school’s DE&I committee meetings- so there is consistency among the Trustee and School Administration work and goals.

Old Business: none

New Business: none

Adjournment: D Braveman moved, and R. Stiles seconded a motion to adjourn; the motion carried unanimously at 8:31 am.


Next Meetings:  Friday, June 28, 2021

Future Agenda Item: Session #2 for Strategic Planning immediately following Special Meeting 6.4.21 (9:00am-12:00pm, mediated by Gayle Burnett from TRI)




Minutes submitted by A. Hagen 
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